History at CBINS

At Castle Bromwich Infants and Nursery School, our curriculum is underpinned by three core values that shape every aspect of our children’s learning journey: perseverance, belonging and kindness. These values are not simply words on our walls – they are the driving forces that inform our curriculum intent, implementation and the impact we strive to achieve for every child. 
Perseverance is woven throughout our History curriculum and supports children to think deeply, investigate carefully and not give up when learning becomes challenging. Whether they are sequencing events, analysing a historical source or asking perceptive questions, children learn that historians often need to try again, look closer and think harder.
Belonging is central to how children experience History at CBINS. By exploring their own family histories, local history and significant events in British and world history, children come to understand that they are part of a community shaped by the past. We strengthen children’s sense of belonging by: Beginning with what children know—events in their own lives and the stories of their families—before making connections to the wider world. Exploring the history of our immediate community, helping children recognise the people and places that have shaped Castle Bromwich. Studying monarchs, notable figures and national events so children understand the shared story that connects us as British citizens. Encouraging collaborative learning, discussion and investigation, reinforcing that learning history is something we do together.
Kindness guides how we help children interpret the behaviour, choices and values of people throughout history. We highlight examples of collaboration, courage, compassion and fairness, helping young pupils understand how individuals and groups have cared for and supported others. We cultivate kindness by using stories of significant individuals such as monarchs, nurses, explorers and local figures to explore how people helped or influenced others. We encourage respectful discussions and sensitive responses when learning about challenging or emotional historical events. We ensure the learning environment reflects mutual respect, with children supported to listen, share and collaborate as emerging historians.
Intent - Our History curriculum has been designed to be both knowledge-rich and coherently sequenced, grounded firmly in our school values of perseverance, belonging and kindness. Children develop not only substantive historical knowledge (events, dates and people in the past) but also an understanding of substantive concepts (such as empire, monarchy and civil war) and disciplinary concepts (such as evidence, causation, significance and interpretation). The carefully selected and sequenced substantive knowledge ensures that learning is interconnected rather than stand-alone, enabling children to develop a chronologically secure understanding of local, British and world history.
Through a culture of perseverance, children are supported to ask and answer perceptive questions, analyse increasingly complex historical sources and revisit prior knowledge to deepen their understanding. By exploring their own histories and the shared histories of others, children develop a strong sense of belonging within their community and within the wider story of the world. Our emphasis on kindness encourages them to approach historical figures, cultures and events with empathy and respect, understanding the human experiences behind the past. Overall, our curriculum aims to ignite children’s love for history while nurturing curious, knowledgeable and values-driven young historians.
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Curriculum Drivers
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Big ideas
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Mapping

	· Learning for Life 
· Learning together; Making connections
· Learning and Living Healthily 
· Learnning and Living in our Community and the Wider World
	Build an awareness of the past through exploring:
· Key historical events and events in their own and their family’s lives
· Lives of significant individuals
· Changes and events within and beyond living memory
	· Progression of historical knowledge, concepts and disciplines 
· Builds on, embeds and deepens prior learning
· Ensure children are engaged in lessons that encourage them to be independent in their findings, share ideas with their peers and investigate thoughts and ideas. 



[bookmark: _Hlk102033732]Implementation – We implement our History curriculum through carefully planned, well-sequenced lessons that use metacognitive strategies to build on prior knowledge and deepen children’s understanding of historical concepts and disciplines. Learning is designed to meet and exceed the expectations of the EYFS and KS1 curricula, with children revisiting and applying key ideas such as chronology, evidence and significance across a wide range of topics—from dinosaurs and explorers in EYFS to Romans, Tudors, monarchs, parliament and influential global figures in KS1.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Children learn to behave as historians through play, exploration and high-quality talk with peers and knowledgeable adults. They ask and answer meaningful historical questions, investigate a variety of sources and artefacts and engage in purposeful discussion that helps them form early judgements about the past. Throughout KS1, children develop an increasingly secure understanding of leadership and power through studies of monarchs such as King John, Henry III, Henry VIII and Elizabeth I, and later compare this with other forms of influence through units such as Powerful Voices. A rich learning environment underpins the curriculum, providing visual timelines, key vocabulary, role-play opportunities and historical artefacts that support enquiry. Across all phases, children are encouraged to use and apply precise historical language, make connections to previous learning and demonstrate independence as they explore the past in meaningful and engaging ways.
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Teaching
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Support and challenge
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Retaining knowledge

	· Modelling through clear presentation of subject matter
· Responsive and adaptive to the needs of children
· Assessment for learning throughout
· Promoting independence through learning and play
· Impactful questioning that promotes deeper thinking and talk
· Promoting the use of everyday language, the language of learning e.g. compare, analyse etc... and subject specific vocabulary e.g. the past, chronological orders, names of significant individuals etc
· Developmentally appropriate that leads to high levels of productivity
	· Scaffolding through resources, models, peer support and adult interaction
· Addressing errors at the point of misconception
· Delving deeper through questioning, both adult led and child led
· Use feedback, learning conversations, play partnering and sustained shared thinking strategies to reinforce and extend learning
	· Sequential mapping and skills progression that revisits and reinforces taught content
· Learning environment that reinforces taught knoweldge and encourages application to new learning with continuous provision inviting children to turn to History as part of their play and exploration
· Apply skills and knowledge into new contexts by making links to previous learning



Impact – Our History curriculum enables children across the school to develop secure knowledge, curiosity and confidence as young historians. In EYFS, children talk clearly about events in their own lives and family history, build early chronological understanding and can discuss significant events such as Remembrance Day. They begin to recognise changes over time through topics such as transport, farming and space exploration. By the end of KS1, children have a strong understanding of key historical periods and figures including the Romans, the Tudors, significant monarchs, explorers and influential individuals such as Rosa Parks and Malala Yousafzai. They confidently use historical vocabulary—such as chronology, evidence, monarch and empire—to explain how past events and people have shaped life today. Children apply their knowledge through meaningful discovery, play and discussion both indoors and outdoors, demonstrating secure understanding and the ability to make connections across the curriculum.
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