Writing at CBINS
 

At Castle Bromwich Infant and Nursery School, our curriculum is underpinned by three core values that shape every aspect of our children's learning journey: perseverance, belonging, and kindness. These values are not simply words on our walls – they are the driving forces that inform our curriculum intent, implementation, and the impact we strive to achieve for every child.
 
Perseverance is woven throughout our curriculum to ensure that all children develop resilience, determination, and a growth mindset. We design learning experiences that challenge our pupils appropriately, teaching them that mistakes are valuable opportunities for learning and that sustained effort leads to success. Through carefully sequenced teaching and supportive scaffolding, we help children build the confidence to tackle new concepts, persist when learning becomes difficult, and celebrate their progress along the way.
 
Belonging is at the heart of our inclusive curriculum. We are committed to ensuring that every child – regardless of background, starting point, or individual need – feels valued, respected, and an integral part of our school community. Our curriculum celebrates diversity, promotes equality, and actively removes barriers to learning and wellbeing. We create opportunities for children to understand and appreciate different cultures, faiths, and perspectives, whilst developing a strong sense of identity and pride in who they are. Through our curriculum, children learn that they belong not only to our school community but also to the wider world, with rights and responsibilities as active citizens.
 
Kindness permeates every interaction and learning opportunity within our school. Our curriculum explicitly teaches children to show empathy, compassion, and respect towards others, whilst also developing their understanding of healthy relationships and emotional wellbeing. We provide rich opportunities for children to collaborate, support one another, and contribute positively to their school and local community. Through our focus on kindness, children learn to recognise and celebrate the achievements of others, to offer help when it's needed, and to treat everyone – including themselves – with care and consideration.
Together, these three values ensure that our curriculum not only delivers high-quality academic outcomes but also nurtures well-rounded, confident, and compassionate individuals who are prepared for their next steps in education and for life in modern Britain.
 
Intent – Writing is woven through all areas of our curriculum at CBINS allowing children to see themselves not only as story tellers and story writers, but view writing it as an essential skill needed in all areas of their lives. We aim to ensure all children become writers through developing children’s ability to use and manipulate a range of writing tools. Through their continued experiences, children develop their proficiency to make meaningful marks, write letters and sounds which develops into sentences and extended pieces of writing. Alongside this, we immerse all our children in a language rich environment to encourage communication and develop vocabulary. We strongly feel that if children are writing purposefully for an audience, this will motivate them to communicate their thoughts and ideas through writing and see it as a crucial life skill.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Our Talk for Writing curriculum not only develops confident, skilled writers but also nurtures the core values of perseverance, belonging, and kindness. Through the Talk for Writing process, pupils learn to persevere—rereading, drafting and editing their ideas with resilience and pride. Shared storytelling, role play and shared writing create a strong sense of belonging, where every child feels valued as part of a learning community and can see themselves as an author. Kindness is woven throughout as pupils listen to one another, celebrate each other’s ideas and begin to offer feedback. 

Implementation –We implement this by embedding writing throughout our children’s learning across all areas of the curriculum and their personal experiences. Our learning environment promotes independent opportunities to communicate through talk and writing which are explicitly modelled by all staff. We then follow the Talk for Writing teaching sequence alongside our spelling and handwriting scheme to meet and go beyond national expectations as outlined in the EYFS and KS1 curricula. Children develop their oral story telling skills and immerse themselves in high quality texts as a basis for their own innovations and application.
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Teaching
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Talk for Writing
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Support and challenge
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Retaining knowledge

	· Modelling through clear presentation of subject matter
· Responsive and adaptive to the needs of children
· Assessment for learning throughout
· Promoting independence through learning and play
· Impactful questioning that promotes deeper thinking and talk
· Promoting the use of everyday language, the language of learning e.g. compare, analyse etc... and subject specific vocabulary e.g. suffix, sentence, punctuation, adjective etc…
· Developmentally appropriate approaches that lead to high levels of engagement, motivation and productivity
	· 3 staged approach – Imitate, Innovate and Independent Application
· Model texts and toolkits tailored to the needs of the children
· Story and text maps
· Language rich – magpie, book talk, reading as a reader
· Grammar woven through and explicitly referred to and modelled
	· Scaffolding through text types, models, peer support and adult interaction
· Addressing errors at the point of misconception
· Delving deeper through questioning, both adult led and child led
· Use feedback, both at home and in school, learning conversations, play partnering and sustained shared thinking strategies to reinforce and extend learning
· Promoting independence through innovation and application to different contexts
	· Sequential mapping and skills progression following the Talk for Writing sequence, Handwriting and Spelling schemes
· Learning environment where writing is evident everywhere.
· Access to writing materials such as story maps available for children to revisit and build upon independently.
· Opportunities for writing across the curriculum and provision, encouraging children to turn to writing as part of their learning, play and exploration
· Applying skills and knowledge into new contexts by making links to previous learning
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